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Annual Conference Delegate Information

Applications will be available soon on the California ENA website:
http:/ /www.californiaena.org/documents/

-Cal ENA will provide some reimbursement if you are chosen as a
delegate.

-Sacramento Chapter will also provide some reimbursement as a
delegate but you must have attended a chapter meeting or event
within the last year (May 2015-April 2016)
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EXPECT THE BEST

Acquire knowiedge by choosing from over 150 cowrses - Inciuding hands-on education
Explore innovation in the Exhibit Han

= Learn from new simulations and interactive demonstrations

* Toat your akilis through mass casuaity Incicdent traimirng

» Access clinical manikin scenarios and product demonstrations in the AdvancED
Participate in the Cadaver and Ultrasound labs

Visit the ePosters, featuring evidence-based nuriing resoarch

Network during Opening Night at Universal Studios Hollywood

EARN CONTACT HOURS. ADVANCE YOUR CAREER.
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September 14-17, 2016
#EN16

www.ena.org/2016

847,460 4122
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Emergency Murses Association
sacramento Area Chapter
March EMS Update
Paula Green RN, BSN, M5, CCRN, CFRM
ENA EMS Chair

Collaboration in Opiate Epidemic

If someone were to ask you, the Emergency MWurse, if you were aware of an opiate abuse
epidemic in the United 5tates; what would you say? How would you respond? | know how |

would want to respond but since it's not politically correct for publication, | will have to
refrain.

¥es, the Emergency Nurse is painfully aware of the opiate misuse and abuse epidemic in our
country. The Emergency Nurse also has the skills and the expertise of identifying and treating
opiate related overdoses and usually can do so with perfection. The Emergency Departments
can be coined as the “Mother Ship” of opiate distribution centers. Unfortunately, we get to
feel the impact first hand of this epidemic as it has a direct affect on so0 many other problem
areas in Emergency Departments. All of the big ticket itermns such as violence in the workplace,
ED owvercrowding, mental health/substance abuse holds, patient satisfaction scores,
inappropriate utilization of ED and ambulance wall times; are all adversely affected in one way
or another by opiate misuse and abuse. As a result, Emergency Nurses Association has stepped
forward to get involved.

In 2013, Sacramento County was included in the top ten California Counties with the highest
death rates due to opioid poisoning. Locally, the Sacramento Area Chapter has been moving
swiftly and efficiently to address this issue within our communities. As maore information
regarding this serious public health problem began to emerge, stakeholder groups have had
discussions on taking a collaborative approach to problem solving.

In 2015, the ENA Sacramento Area Chapter, met with Congressman Ami Bera to determine the
best methods of bringing both the medical and nursing side together within our acute care
hospitals in order to form a multi-health care system committee dedicated to working
together on this issue. Soon thereafter, then ENA President, Jen Denno gave an extremely
impressionable presentation to the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors regarding the
effects that this opioid epidemic has on our already strained Emergency Departments.

Maore recently, the local areas are being encouraged at the state and national levels to take
aggressive action to address what is now being called the leading cause of injury death in the
United States. In March of 2016, Sacramento County formed an Opioid Task Force which is co-
led by Sacramento County Behavioral Health Services, Alcohol and Drug Services and Public

Continued on page 4
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Health in partnership with stakeholders, local substance abuse and mental health treatment
providers, the health community, people in recovery and family members struggling with
addiction.

The goal of the Sacramento County Opioid Task Force is to implement numerous high priority
initiatives addressing the opioid abuse problem. Sacramento County is committed to working
towards six action items with multi-year tasks:

Engaging the Medical and Treatment Community
Overdose Prevention

Public Education and Media

Early Intervention Treatment and Recovery

Safe Medication Disposal
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Advocating for Change

The Sacramento County Opioid Task Force has had two meetings thus far. The next meeting is
scheduled for April. It is anticipated that subcommittees will be developed in order to
effectively address the six action items listed above.

The Emergency Nurses Association, Sacramento Area Chapter, is proud to participate and hawve
a voice in this Task Force. This coordinated effort with agencies across the County and State
will ensure effective implementation of the initiative’s programs and policies. The challenges
are significant to our community, however the Emergency Murses Association will have a
profound role in helping to address this crisis and we look forward to future participation in
this important collaboration.

Want to get involved with ENA?

We are looking for a newsletter editor, government affairs chair,
membership chair, and anything YOU are interested in!

Mentoring is provided.

Contact Jeremy Elrod if you are interested. You don’t have to com-
mit to a whole year-you can also help with chapter meetings or one-
time events!
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ENA Sacramento Chapter 2016 Events

Date/Time Topic Location
April 6, 2016 A special evening Sutter Cancer Center
with three Fellows of
the Academy of
Emergency Nursing
May 11, 2016 Expert panel: street | Sutter Conference
nursing, pain con- Center
tracts, VA homeless
outreach
June Topic TBA Kaiser Roseville
Date TBA
July 19, 2016 CHP Office: Street Sutter Conference
drugs Center
August Topic TBA Kaiser Vacaville
Date TBA
September 14-17, 2016 | Annual ENA Los Angeles, CA
Conference

Visit us on the web at:
www.californiaena.org

Or our Facebook page:

https:/ /www.facebook.com/
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