
Dear Colleagues, 

As we get ready to end the year, I would like to take a 
moment to thank the Cal ENA Board of Directors for 
their support and guidance throughout the year and 
our committee chairs for all the hard work they have 
done on your behalf.   It has been my privilege and 
pleasure to serve you.  As we end this year, we need 
to ensure our ER staff is safe and up-to-date on the 
latest health crisis affecting our nation.   Please re-
view the following guidelines and ensure your staff is 
competent with PPE.   

 

Ebola Triage Recommendations: as of 10.27.14 

Immediately upon entrance to the ED, or in advance 
of entry if possible, a relevant exposure history 
should be taken including exposure criteria of 
whether the patient has resided in or traveled to a 
country with widespread Ebola transmission or had 
contact with an individual with confirmed Ebola 
Virus Disease within the previous 21 days. Be-
cause the signs and symptoms of Ebola Virus Dis-
ease may be nonspecific and are present in other 
infectious and noninfectious conditions that are 
more frequently encountered in the United States, 
relevant exposure history should be first elicited to 
determine whether Ebola Virus Disease should be 
considered further. If the patient is unable to pro-
vide history due to clinical condition or other com-
munication barrier, history should be elicited from 
the next most reliable source (e.g. family, friend or 
EMS provider). 

Patients who meet the exposure criteria should be fur-
ther questioned regarding the presence of signs or 
symptoms compatible with Ebola Virus Disease. 
These include: fever (subjective or ≥100.4°F or 
38.0°C) or headache, weakness, muscle pain, vom-
iting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, or hemorrhage 
(e.g., bleeding gums, blood in urine, nose bleeds, 
coffee ground emesis or melena). 

All patients should be routinely managed using 
precautions to prevent any contact with blood or 
body fluids.  If an exposure history is unavailable, 
clinical judgment should be used to determine 
whether to empirically implement the following 
protocol. If a relevant exposure history is reported 
and signs or symptoms consistent with Ebola Virus 
Disease are present, the following measures should 
be implemented IMMEDIATELY: 

Isolate the patient in a private room or separate en-
closed area with private bathroom or covered, bed-
side commode and adhere to procedures and pre-
cautions designed to prevent transmission by direct 
or indirect contact (e.g. dedicated equipment, hand 
hygiene, and restricted patient movement). If the 
patient is arriving by EMS transport, the ED should 
be prepared to receive the patient in a designated 
area (away from other patients) and have a process 
in place for safely transporting the patient on the 

(Continued on page 10) 

THE MONITORTHE MONITOR  

October 2014 Volume 38, Issue 5 

President’s Message 

Inside this Monitor 

 Directory: 2 

 State News:  3-4 

 Chapter News: 4-5 

 Committees: 5-7 

 Report from Indy: 7-9 

 Education:  10 

 Sponsor: 11 

 Next Meeting: Queen Mary, Nov 13-14 

 

California delegates with President Carole Snyder discussing issues at 

ENA Annual Conference in Indianapolis. 

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/2014-west-africa/distribution-map.html#areas


Contact all 

Cal ENA 

leaders at: 

CalENA.us 

Committee Chairs  2014 

Bylaws:  Linda Rosenberg 
Communications: Mark Wandro 

Delegates/GA: Louise Hummel 

Education: Tobin Miller 

EMS Commissioner: Linda Broyles 

EMS Committee:  Judy Scott  
ENAF/Fun Raiser: Diane Schertz 

Government Affairs: Kara Davis 

Historian: Liz Taylor 

IQSIP : Patrice Christensen 

Leadership In Practice: Kathy Van Dusen 

Membership: Linda Rosenberg 

National Board Liaison: Michael Moon  

Pediatrics: Vicki Dippner-Robertson 

Press Secretary: Diane St. Denis 

Trauma:   Gail Dodge 

Chapter Leaders 2014 
223 East Bay David Samuelson 

224 Greater LA Barbara Van Eck  

225 Mid-Valley Janet Williams  

226 Orange Coast   Juliann Wanstreet  

228 San Diego Diane Idman-Gervais  

230 San Francisco   Cheryl Randolph 

232 Loma Prieta  Diane St. Denis 

253 Sacramento   Sandy Bauman 

362 Inland Empire   Vicki Dippner-Robertson 

378 Channel Islands   Cheryl Evans Cobb  

379 Superior   Jessica Howard 

442 Kern County   Stephanie Hukill  

460 North LA  Jacinda Jipp & Melissa Renfro

 Monterey Com  Karen MacDonald 

Board Members  2014 
President: Carole Snyder 

President-Elect: Susan Smith 

Past-President: Linda Rosenberg 

Secretary: Agnes Faria 

Treasurer: David Samuelson 

Treasurer-elect: Louise Hummel 

Dir-at-Large: Janet Williams 

The Monitor is the Official Publication of  

California State Council 

Emergency Nurses Association.   

The Monitor is published 5 times/year.  

 For inquiries, article submission, or  

ad placement, please contact the editor: 

editor@calena.us 

The California Emergency Nurses Association  

is a non-profit professional organization with a 

membership of over 3700.   

The State Council meets 5 times a year.  

Correspondence may be sent to:  
 

Cal ENA 

President Carole Snyder 

president@calena.us 

Page 2 Cal ENA Monitor 

Sponsorship Rates  The fees per insertion are: 

Business card: (2 x 3.5) $125  1/4 page: (3.5 x 4) $250 

1/2 page: (7 x 4) $450  Whole page: (7 x 8.5) $800 

Cal ENA Directory 

 

Important Dates 
 

State Board/Council Meetings: 
 
 

 

 

November 13-14: Long Beach 

Queen Mary 

January 2015: San Francisco/Oakland 

March 2015: Sacramento 

May 2015: Riverside—Mission Inn 

August 2015: Santa Barbara 

Next Newsletter Deadline  

December 10, 2014 

http://www.calena.us/default.htm
mailto:president@calena.us


Page 3 October 2014 

State Council Update 

Lake Tahoe Meeting - August 8, 2014 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 Wells Fargo account 

still has one chapter to 
update, may have to do 
this over again next 
year. 

 Offering $200/chapter 
to celebrate ED RN 
Week in October. Ex-
pect an email from Da-
vid. 

 Budget worksheets for 
2014 will be emailed to 
chapters and committee 
chairs. (2010-2014) need to be submitted by Sep-
tember 1. 

 
President’s Report 
 State President’s call on 8-28. 
 
 Election results (63 voted): 

President-elect = Janet Williams 
Secretary = Agnes Faria 
Treasurer-elect = Cheryl Graydon 
Director-at-Large = Patrice Christensen 

 
 National ENA Conference in 2016 will be in LA. 

 Letters requesting to be Keynote speakers at our 
annual conference – denied; grad students want us 
to do their survey. 

 CA Nursing Students’ conference in Pomona this 
October – want us to pay $1300 for a table, but 
we have only budgeted $500. We may ask to do 2 
years for one fee. 

 Meeting sites: HTS, a company Carol works for, 
may give us better hotel rates (Sacto for $104/
night). Check to see if local hospital system has a 
special rate for their employees and partners. Tell 
Janet if you have access to good rates. 

 National ENA Conference – drawing held for one 
free Registration. 

 Website requests should be referred to national, 
don’t post on our site. 

 Judith Kelleher history binder was loaned out and 
is missing – who has it? Did it go to Gail and 
UCSF library? It is supposed to go to national. 

Board Reports 
 Cal ACEP: No report at this time. 

 EMS Trauma: No report at this time. 

 EMSA Regs are out for comment.  

 First State Trauma Plan is out for comment.  

 EMSC (Peds) transfer guidelines were passed on 
the August 5th. 

 Community Para-medicine proposal took com-
ments. Carole went to one and gave our message 
that we do not oppose. Cal ACEP and CNA op-
pose, but now Cal ACEP has mellowed and CNA 
did not show up. All the suggestions have been 
put into the project, so it looks like it will pass. 

 Safe Opioids program in San Diego is getting 
moved to LA. 

 Workplace Violence - see QSIP report. 

 CHA is out, Ventura is overloaded with studies, 
so lawyers are needed to vet and we need to make 
a package for hospitals;  

 Try to get at least 7 hospitals to do the feasibility 
study; 

  Should have MOU done by October, then study 
can start in November, if all goes well. 

 Monterey Committee will be asked to come to 
next two meetings before they are made a chapter. 

 Revised State Policies are ready, but are on Susan 
Smith’s computer. Louise found still a few more 
to do. 

 Scholarships awarded – Board has details. 

 Delegates – still need 1 delegate and 1 alternate. 
(We got all our delegates on time) Delegate hand-
book is now on line. Reimbursement will be $75/
day for 4 days. If your chapter or employer gives 
you REI, make sure it is for something other than 
what you get from another source. So submit re-
ceipts to state. Wear black pants with your yellow 
shirts. (and black undershirt) 

 
New Business 
 Disaster Educational Opportunities in Anniston, 

Alabama – 5 day course. Carole has flyer. 

 Website – some are having a problem with their 
email addresses being wrong. – ask Carole. 

 
 
 

David Samuelson,  

State Treasurer 
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Chapter News 

National Report by Matt Powers 
 Report on ENA Governance Assessment; (full 

report given at Indy and available on ENA.org; 
 Louisiana was 31st state to make as-

sault on an RN a felony; 
 3500 members of 411 for contacting 

legislators;  
 87 registrants for GENE course; 
 Lantern Awards to 17 hospitals;  
 Wellness.com now has links to 

ENA.org; 
 National membership is 40,253;  
 Budget says we are in the black; 
 2015 conference will be in Orlando 

for a week with Leadership. It will 
be only 3 half days for GA so we 
have time for fun. 

 
Resolutions & Bylaws: see them at ENA.org. 
ENAF – Cal ENA is giving $5000 to the foundation. 
 
Chapter Reports 
Channel Islands – we are looking for nominees for 
next year’s officers. We are planning an ER Nurses’ 
Week celebration at the Chumash Casino, probably on 
October 15, with elections at that meeting. At our next 
meeting, we will be screening The Waiting Room. 

Cheryl Cobb ccobb@cmhshealth.org  
 
East Bay – Our meeting on May 28, 2014 at John 
Muir Medical Center had 6 attendees. Marcy Dixon, 
RN, the John Muir Base Station Coordinator, did a 
presentation on EMS base station contact tape re-
views. We also had EZ-IO sponsor our food and gave 
us hands-on experiences with their product. Our next 
meeting will be on September 4, 2014 at Kaiser Oak-
land. We will be showing The Waiting Room. 

Louella Buell  preciousgrl1@gmail.com 
  

Inland Empire – We continue to meet monthly. Our 
Timely Topics is scheduled for April 17, 2015 at De-
sert Regional Med Center in Palm Springs. The theme 
this year is Let’s Get Psyched. 
At our September meeting we will be watching The 
Waiting Room at Desert Regional. We have invited 
the San Diego, GLA and Orange Coast chapters along 
with our 335 members to the show. We still have 
Emergency/Trauma shirts, labeled both Nurse and 
Staff in blue and white. They are $20 each. Email me 
if you want some, shipping is free! 

Terri Sturgill  tsturgill6@yahoo.com  

Greater Los Angeles – We are currently seeking 
nominations for our 2015 Board. On October 7, we 
are having a Pediatric Education Day at Presbyterian 

Intercommunity 
Hospital, co-
sponsored by them. 
In are giving out 
three $100 scholar-
ships from a per-
centage of the funds 
raised from the sale 
of the EMS Educa-
tors’ Challenge 
Coin that was creat-
ed by Jean Kirby. 

Holly Nagatoshi  
passionate-

PedsRN@aol.com  hnagatoshi@avantihospitals.com  

Kern County – We are having a TNCC this weekend, 
the new 7th edition, August 9 & 10. Thank you to Vic-
ki and her team for coming to Bakersfield. We contin-
ue to have monthly meetings. 

Agnes Faria  agnesfaria49@yahoo.com   

Mid-Valley – We met in June and screened The Wait-
ing Room while eating dinner and enjoying movie 
snacks. We are looking for Board members for next 
year. 

Janet Williams  jrae00@sbcglobal.net  

Monterey Bay Committee – Our next meeting will 
be August 21 at CHOMP where we will join with Lo-
ma Prieta. Our members will be volunteering at Pacif-
ic Grove High School to help with student athlete 
physicals on August 13. On September 20, 2014, we 
are joining with the Central Coast chapter of AACN 
(American Association of Critical Care Nurses) to 
help with their annual critical care educational sympo-
sium. We ar3e looking forward to having our charter 
as an ENA chapter approved in early 2015. 

Susan Burnell  susan.burnell@chomp.org  

Orange Coast – We sponsored a CEN Review this 
past July. It was a success for promoting certification 
as well as raising funds for the chapter. October’s 
meeting will be focused on recognition and celebra-
tion ENA Week for our members. A raffe will be held 
with prizes donated through a Cal ENA grant. A 
presentation by K. Centra on Urgent Warfarin Rever-

ENA Governance Assessment 
After last year’s General Assembly in 

Nashville, the membership asked for in-

creased transparency and trust between 

the membership and the board. The 

Board hired consultants who issued their 

report at General Assembly this year in 

Indianapolis.   

See the video of their report here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ig4k9vPxckk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.wellness.com/search?q=ena.org&x=0&y=0
http://www.ena.org/membership/statecouncils/GeneralAssembly/Documents/GAHandbook.pdf
mailto:ccobb@cmhshealth.org
mailto:preciousgrl1@gmail.com
mailto:tsturgill6@yahoo.com
mailto:passionatePedsRN@aol.com
mailto:passionatePedsRN@aol.com
mailto:hnagatoshi@avantihospitals.com
mailto:agnesfaria49@yahoo.com
mailto:jrae00@sbcglobal.net
mailto:susan.burnell@chomp.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ig4k9vPxckk&feature=youtu.be


sal will take place at the meeting with a vendor-
sponsored dinner. Hope to see our members taking 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Phyllis Robby  Phyllis.Robby@stJoe.org  

Sacramento – On June 16 we had a Violence in the 
ED lecture by Dr. Kevin Jones from Cal ACEP. There 
were 15 attendees and we provided dinner from 
Chipotle. We had a drawing for 3 paid conference 
fees for the state Tahoe conference. On July 26 we 
held a teleconference meeting with 6 members on the 
line. Plans were made for: to sponsor an Evidence-
Based Practice event at North Bay for $250; to sup-
port the ENAF Jewelry Auction at national with the 
donation of a $200-300 item; another SIM Education 
Day on September 15 with scenarios involving Peds 
DKA, Peds PEA, Peds trauma and Pre-eclampsia; 
Sandy is developing a slate of candidates for next 
year’s board; at the Tahoe Educational event, we plan 
to honor Cheryl Wraa, who will be inducted into the 
Academy of Emergency Nursing at national General 
Assembly in Indianapolis; our August newsletter will 
be out after State Council. Our September meeting 
will be on the 30th at North Bay with a sponsor and 
speaker (Cepheid) from North Bay. 

Sandra Bauman  srb1116@msn.com  

San Diego – Susan Smith, Marty Hay and Linda 
Broyles taught Hands-Only CPR on June 5th as part of 
the Sidewalk CPR event. They trained 93 at a school 
in Chula Vista. Nine chapter members are participat-
ing as state delegates at the national General Assem-
bly in Indianapolis this October. Our 2015 Annual 
911 Conference will be in Vista, CA, on Friday, April 
24th. Details will be forthcoming. Tentative plans are 
being worked out for a joint chapter meeting with Or-
ange Coast in February 2015. The chapter plans to 
have a Secret Cookie Service deliver cookies for both 
day and night shifts to all EDs in our county on Emer-
gency Nurses Day. 

Dianne Idman-Gervais  Dianne.Idman@Sharp.com  

San Francisco – We are still basking in our success-
ful ED Symposium this past spring. So far no new 
meetings have been held, but we are sending 3 mem-
bers as delegates to General Assembly in Indianapo-
lis.                               

Mark Wandro markwrn@att.net  
 
 

Committee Reports 
EMS Commission - The EMS Commission met in 
Sacramento on June 18, 2014. The next meeting will 
be held Sept. 17th in San Diego. The agenda for the 
September meeting will include a discussion on the 
Kern County Appeal of the EMS Authority’s Review 
of their EMS Plan.  
The EMS Authority has proposed revisions to the 
Guidelines for Interfacility  Pediatric Trauma and 
Critical Care Consultation and/or Transfer and to the 
Guidelines for Pediatric Interfacility Transport Pro-
grams. The regulations are out now for the public 
comment period which ends on Aug. 5, 2014.  
Efforts to move the Community Paramedicine pilot 
forward are progressing. The second public meeting 
was held in Sacramento on July 30th with OSHPD in 
regards to the pilot programs. This was an open 
meeting at which public comments were able to be 
made. It is anticipated that a final decision from 
OSHPD will not be reached until the fall.  
Revisions to the POLST form have been approved 
and the new form should be made available in Octo-
ber. 
The Poison Control Center received more monies 
that will enable them to continue as currently 
staffed. However, the Mobile Field Hospitals did not 
get the funding that they had hoped for in able for 
the program to continue.  

Linda Broyles  Linda.Broyles@amr.net  
 

EMS – Reports were received from the EMS Com-
missioner, DAG, Core Measures Task Force, State 
STEMI and Stroke Task Forces (may be finished by 
the end of the year) and the HICS Revision Commit-
tee (their document is completed and is now on-line). 
The EMS Chair discussed Perluxan. 
Title 22 First Aid Guidelines, the next due-date for 
comments is August 15. Cal ENA will submit com-
ments on the lack of AED in-service training: 21 
hours is not enough. What about certification, re-
certification and background checks? 
Community Paramedicine – most likely, the project 
will be approved. Remember, this is a trial project, 
not a change in the law. 
Interfacility Transport guidelines are up for comment 
and we have submitted. 
The State Trauma Plan – The EMS Committee will 
compose a letter stating we appreciate the effort to 
standardize trauma response throughout the state. We 
are pleased and agree with the inclusion of public ed-
ucation and prevention. Also we recommend ENA 
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Committee News 

have a rep on the State Trauma Plan. 
Judith A. Scott  jascottrn@gmail.com  

 
ENAF Fundraising – The State Challenge campaign 
raised $113,203.33 for the Foundation. California’s 
donation $5,715.08 and qualified us to name a schol-
arship. This scholarship will be named for Cal ENA 
Past-President Chris Dimitrikopoulos, who died in 
2013. 
Fundraising events at the Annual Meeting will be: 

The Power of One presentation by Jeff Solheim 
on Friday night. Tickets are $50 

The Jewelry Auction will be held throughout Sci-
entific Assembly. Chapters and individuals 
who wish to donate items may do so by fol-
lowing instructions on the ENA/ENAF web 
site. 

ENAF will also offer thumb drives with all of the 
Scientific Assembly handouts pre-loaded for a 
$30 donation. 

Thanks to the Sacramento chapter members for their 
prize donations for today’s give-away which raised 
$345. Today’s funds will be designated to the Judith 
C. Kelleher Endowment in honor Judy’s birthday 
which was the 5th of August. 

Diane M. Schertz  dischertz@comcast.net  

Government Affairs – MICRA is a proposed law 
that limits attorney fees so patients, not lawyers, re-
ceive more from damage awards. It protects access to 
healthcare ad ensures that injured patients receive fair 
compensation while preserving the patient’s access to 
health care by keeping doctors, nurses and health care 
providers in practice and hospitals and clinics open. It 
is supported by ACEP, CHA and the Calif. Medical 
Association. The committee recommends that Cal 
ENA write a letter of support. 
AB 2536 is going to the governor for his signature. 
Cal ENA has been asked to send a letter of support to 
the Governor. The bill supports government-called 

volunteers for disaster by ensuring their job security 
when their volunteer work is done. Jan Ogar will 
write a letter of support to the Governor as recom-
mended by the committee.  

Sandy Bauman  srb1116@msn.com  

Pediatrics – 15 people attended the August meeting. 
The majority of our meeting took place with a robust 
discussion of the need, not only for more ENPC Pro-
vider, but the creation of more ENPC Instructor clas-
ses. Many attendees were not aware of the process 
necessary for an individual to become part of the 
state faculty for ENPC mentoring or Faculty as one 
who directs an ENPC Instructor course. Initially, they 
have to be an ENPC Course Director, having directed 
at least 2 ENPC classes. Next, they observe an ENPC 
Instructor class, then they participate as an Instructor 
in an ENPC Instructor class. The final step is to be 
Course Director of an ENPC Instructor class. Cur-
rently, 3 ENPC Instructor Courses for the North and 
one for the South are in the planning stages. 
The committee reminded people that Grant Funding 
is available from the Pediatric Committee to assist 
with hosting an ENPC class. ENA Direct Fees and 
ENPC manuals need to be paid for by the host facili-
ty. 
We reviewed recent changes to the ENPC Provider 
course. 
Candidates for Regional Directors and Committee 
Chair will be warmly welcomed. 

Vicki Dippner-Robertson  Vickie.dippner-
robertson@tenethealth.com  

Quality Safety & Injury Prevention met with 
Leadership & Practice – The committees met to-
gether to discuss the Violence Project and California-
written resolutions for GA: 
Violence Project is ready for the feasibility study, but 
may not be able to do so as planned in Ventura Coun-
ty due to fears of liability. Next steps involves devel-
oping a packet for the study hospitals that  includes: a 
Memorandum of Understanding (we will seek legal 
help with this); a letter from the President of Cal 
ENA; and an explanation/instruction sheet. 
Resolutions discussed were written by Cal ENA RNs: 
GA14-03, Emergency Nurses Advocate for Reduc-
tion in Prescription Drugs; and GA14-04, Patient Ed-
ucation for Mild Traumatic Brain Injuries/ Concus-
sions. 

Patrice Christensen  Patrice.chirstensen@gmail.com  

Kathy VanDusen  Kathy.VanDusen@stjoe.org  
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Trauma – Our checking account has been balanced 
and submitted to the State Treasurer. As of the end of 
July, the committee has $22,9984.22 in its account. 
We reviewed the minutes from the TNCC and ENPC 
Quarterly Conference call. Here are the highlights: 
About 6,000 instructors went ahead with the TNCC 
rollout; ENA national is still collecting feedback at 
www.feedbacktncc.org through the end of August. 
They will verify and validate the necessary changes 
before releasing a changed document; administrative 
procedures revision is anticipated by January 2015. 

The State Trauma Suit is in 2 weeks on Friday, August 
22 in Palo Alto from 1200-1700 www.emsa.ca.gov  
topics to be discussed are the status of the State Trau-
ma System plan; trauma PI and patient safety includ-
ing state participation in a national TQIP; RTCC and 
best practices. 

The Trauma committee SOP has been revised and the 
draft was submitted to the committee board this week. 

Sue Fortier  sue.fortier@tenethealth.com  

Web and Newsletter - The printed August Monitor is 
available on the back table. You can always download 
digital copies on the web site. Notice was posted on 
the Cal ENA Facebook page. I am looking for some 
meaty submissions for the next edition, due out just 
after General Assembly in Indianapolis for the No-
vember issue. I’ll push the deadline up to October 18, 
2014, so you will have time to pull your thoughts after 
the Assembly.  
Be sure to fill out the Chapter/Committee Report 
forms on the tables with info on your chapter or com-
mittee. They are also available on the web on the Doc-
uments page if you prefer to submit them digitally. 
Currently the Monitor carries sponsorship graphics for 
OBP Medical. OBP has a new graphic featuring their 
new disposable laryngoscope. Please support them.  
The web site will be updated with info on our recent 
elections and the Annual Conference in Tahoe. Sever-
al chapters have updated their pages and list upcoming 
events. If you have your own website or Facebook, let 
me know on your report and I will include the link. 
The Education page lists ENPC, TNCC and CEN Re-
view courses that members have told me about. I will 
be happy to post any events for your chapters. 
I’d be happy to talk with anyone interested in running 
the Monitor, the web site or both. I’ll be happy to 
mentor you and get you started. I am retired now, so I 
have more time to deal with the site, the newsletter 
and mentoring. 

Mark Wandro  markwrn@att.net 

Report from Indy 
Indianapolis is the 12th largest city in the nation, but it 

is flat, 

spread out 

over a 

large area 

with a 

small, 

nearly 

traffic-

free 

down-

town. The 

largest building is the JW Marriott hotel, which was 

the headquarters for the 2014 ENA Annual Confer-

ence. It is connected to the gigantic Convention Cen-

ter, which also connects to the downtown Circle Cen-

tre mall, so we could do a lot of walking and exploring 

without ever going outside. Victory Field, just outside 

the convention center, is the home of their minor base-

ball league team. We could look out the window onto 

the green outfield and diamond. Also nearby is Lucas 

Oil Stadium, home of the Colts. There must be a lot of 

oil in Indiana because a large refinery/power plant was 

steaming just next to the stadium.  Train tracks ran 

right by this plant and frequently carried long freight 

trains hauling oil tankers. It also ran over the nearby 

White River that coursed through town. Luckily there 

were no spills when we were there. Nearby was the 

White River State Park, with expansive lawns, gardens 

and a delightful city Zoo. So the scene was set for 

what was to be a busy and memorable conference. 

I was a part of California’s 60 member delegation that 

met in General Assembly for the first day and a half. 

We wore 

bright yel-

low shirts so 

we really 

stood out 

and there 

was no 

question 

who was 

from Cali-

fornia. We also got to sit up front because our own 

Matt Powers was sworn in as ENA President 2015.  

The big dark building is the JW Marriott 

http://www.feedbacktncc.org
http://www.emsa.ca.gov
mailto:sue.fortier@tenethealth.com
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This year ENA decided to go paperless and did not 

pass out booklets with the General Assembly Agenda 

and the list of Bylaws and Resolutions. They were on-

ly available online, but some delegates downloaded 

them to their tablets and laptops. This was the best 

plan, because the WiFi never really worked in the 

meeting room of the JW Marriott where we met for a 

day and a half. Items for discussion were posted on the 

large screens in front of the room and debate was still 

carried out as usual. There were 10 Resolutions and 10 

proposed Bylaws amendments.  Some of the Bylaws 

amendments 

involved 

name changes 

and the elec-

tion process. 

One involved 

granting free 

memberships 

to RNs over 

65 who had 

been ENA 

members for 

at least 15 

years. (defeated). There was talk about spending less 

time on minute details and more time on practice is-

sues, as reflected in the Resolutions, but nurses are 

very detail-minded and we still spent time on the By-

laws. But we got the work done on the Resolutions, 

including use of Narcan, post-concussion injury in-

structions, creating a national trauma system, stand-

ardizing emergency codes and orientation guidelines. 

See the full report in the next edition of the ENA Con-

nection. 

For me, the whole purpose of going to ENA’s Annual 

Meeting is the chance to meet old friends, make new 

ones and learn about the practice of emergency nurs-

ing across the country. Being a delegate at General 

Assembly is a great starting place because the group is 

limited to 700, yet represents RNs from the entire 

country and internationally. The fun begins when the 

Scientific Assembly opens on the second day. Thou-

sands more RNs come, the exhibit hall opens and the 

parties happen every night. This year, the attendance 

was a little lower, with only about 2200 nurses and 

185 exhibitors. Our national president, Deena Brecher, 

was very in tune with current events. She had been 

approached by the media to talk about how an ED RN 

could miss an Ebola patient at Triage. She said she 

was not going to play the “blame game”. But she was 

going to let them know that ED RNs are prepared. She 

took a quick show of hands among the RNs at the 

Board meeting and found that most RNs had already 

had training at their facilities about dealing with conta-

gious Ebola patients. Not really evidence-based, but 

she said it served to get us off the hook - she could tell 

the press that nurses and hospitals are prepared. 

If you weren’t a delegate, there were some 

special classes (for extra fees) that included 

a Cadaver Lab to practice procedures, such 

as intubation, suturing and dissection. If 

you did not know about LEAN, you could 

have spent a whole day in a workshop with 

experts. And if you are in advanced prac-

tice, there were several workshops for 

Nurse Practitioners and Masters-prepared 

nurses. Then there were the Poster Presen-

tations – a whole hallway dedicated to 

posters of cool projects that nurses and 

hospitals had done to improve patient care 

in an evidence-based way. I got some tips on using 

volunteers in the ED and dealing with pain. 

Once the General Assembly was over, the Exhibit Hall 

opened and two days of classes started. I love the Ex-

hibit Hall, there are lots of interesting people to talk to, 

they have a lot of fun giveaways and now they have 

more on-site classes for CE. How about the AHA CPR 

Throwdown, the Stryker 500 Relay Challenge, I/O 

classes, info on the latest cardiac, seizure and pediatric 

meds? I didn’t win anything this year, but I wish all 

ED RNs had the opportunity to see all this stuff in one 

place. The Foundation Jewelry Silent Auction was in 

the middle of the Exhibit Hall and this was also suc-

cessful. It included lots of interesting gold and silver 

jewelry, watches, rings, pens and unique items. 

The Welcoming Party took place Thursday night. 

Each venue tries to outdo the year before and this was 

no exception. A great local band, Endless Summer, 

played for the entire 3 hours and the dance floor was 

always full. In fact, it was shaking so much I thought 

we were having an earthquake. But this was Indianap-
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olis and we 

had no natural 

disasters. We 

did have great 

food, lots of 

pulled pork 

that just 

seems better 

in the Mid-

west. 

The classes I 

went to this year were so-so. After 30 Scientific As-

semblies, it is not easy to find a speaker totally fresh 

on a subject I know nothing about. Here are some of 

the topics that left an impression on me: Workplace 

Bullying, Technology and Patient Care, Front Gate 

Triage (in Afghanistan), Innovative Intervention to 

Reduce Workplace Violence, Forensic Nursing, Ebola 

and Emerging Infections, State Fair Stage Collapse, 

Adolescent Drug Abuse, Psychology of Customer Ser-

vice, Suicide in America, Reducing Falls Risk, and 

Effects of Herbal Supplements. 

What impressed me the most were the keynote and 
general session speakers.  Diane Sieg, RN, is a yoga 
instructor and talked about ways to take time out to 
calm ourselves down. Daily meditation,  breathing 
awareness and focusing were techniques she promot-
ed. She made her point by literally standing on her 
head for us on stage. John Nance, the expert pilot/
lawyer you see on the news after a crash, spoke at the 
General Session about ways to use checklists and 
teamwork to make hospitals run like clockwork. He 
spoke about 10 years ago at a previous conference and 
was still a very strong inspirational speaker. At the 
CEN Breakfast on Saturday we had a truly amazing 
speaker named Simon T. Bailey. He delighted us with 
his stories as he showed that we are “the difference 
that makes a difference” in a patient’s life. He said, 
“Be a vitamin, not just an aspirin!” His latest book is 
Shift Your Brilliance. Go to SimonTBailey.com for 
more. He suggested a 15 Minutes/day regimen : 5” 
journaling, 5” reading inspired words, 5” stretching. 
Ways to deal with difficult people include: see them 
through their positive characteristics; send them a note 
saying what is right about them and include a gift 
card; recognize them when they do something right 
(love is powerful).  

 

A special ENA Foundation event on Friday night, The 

Power of One, was moderated by Jeff Solheim. He 

highlighted the outstanding lives of 6 nurse heroes 

from around the globe who did extraordinary things – 

starting a church and school in a slum in Africa; giv-

ing medical care and starting and running an orphan-

age in Africa; saving the life of a young Peruvian burn 

victim by raising funds to bring him to America for 

treatment; recognizing the needs of young women 

both abroad and at home for sanitary help during their 

periods by making and distributing reusable absorbent 

underwear. He brought all of them to the presentation 

and they spoke to us. It was truly moving.   

Finally, the Closing Address was given by John 

Nance, a fast-talking funny man who helped us deal 

with the constant changes that are always occurring in 

our professional lives (as well as in our personal ones). 

Organizations and individuals who can adapt and even 

bring about change are the ones who will succeed in 

the challenges of the future. 

The conference closed with the always entertaining 

Stryker Farewell Matinee, where we get to see a mon-

tage of photos taken throughout the 5 days of the con-

ference. It is fun to see if you can find yourself. I was 

in it this year, as well as quite a few from California. 

Mark Wandro 

Note the car has no steering wheel or engine.  

“No racing in the convention center.” 

Flora Tomayasu, Cathy Tylka and Liz Taylor 

-delegates in Indy. 

http://simontbailey.com/
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TNCC Courses 
Some California courses are listed on the Cal 

ENA web site: www.calena.us 
 
 

ENPC Courses 
Some California courses are listed on the Cal 

ENA web site: www.calena.us 

 

CEN Review  
Classes 

Some California courses are listed on the Cal 

ENA web site: www.calena.us 

 
Contact one of these providers for their next class: 

CME Associates  

(714) 998-2208 

Paragon Education  

(800) 997-9937  

Cathy McJannet cathy.mcjannet@usa.net 

John Fazio/Anita Ruiz-Contreras  

fazioruiz@comcast.net 

For the most up-to-date course information, go 
to the national ENA web site/Education, click on  
ENPC, TNCC or CATN to see courses available 

in California.  
Please confirm dates with course directors. 

stretcher to the isolation area with minimal contact 
with non-essential healthcare workers or the public. 
To minimize transmission risk, only essential 
healthcare workers with designated roles should 
provide patient care. A log should be maintained of 
all personnel who enter the patient’s room. All 
healthcare workers who have contact with the pa-
tient should put on appropriate PPE based on the 
patient’s clinical status. If the patient is exhibiting 
obvious bleeding, vomiting, copious diarrhea or a 
clinical condition that warrants invasive or aerosol-
generating procedures (e.g., intubation, suctioning, 
active resuscitation), PPE designated for the care of 
hospitalized patients as outlined in CDC guidance* 
should be used. If the patient requires active resus-
citation, this should be done in a pre-designated ar-
ea using equipment dedicated to the patient. If these 
signs and symptoms are not present and the patient 
is clinically stable, healthcare workers should at a 
minimum wear: 1) face shield, 2) surgical face 
mask, 3) impermeable gown and 4) two pairs of 
gloves. All equipment used in the care of these pa-
tients should not be used for the care of other pa-

tients until appropriate evaluation and decontamina-
tion. 

Notify the Hospital Infection Control Program and 
other appropriate staff and report to the relevant lo-
cal health department immediately of patients with 
Ebola Virus Disease exposure history regardless of 
symptoms. 

Once appropriate PPE has been put on, continue ob-
taining additional history and performing physical 
examination and routine diagnostics and interven-
tions which may include placement of peripheral IV 
and phlebotomy. The decision to test patient for 
Ebola Virus Disease should be made in consultation 
with the relevant local health department. Patient 
evaluation should be conducted with dedicated 
equipment as required for patients on transmission-
based precautions. 

*CDC Guidance on Personal Protective Equipment 
To Be Used by Healthcare Workers During Manage-
ment of Patients with Ebola Virus Disease in U.S. 
Hospitals, Including Procedures for Putting On 
(Donning) and Removing (Doffing) 

Carole Snyder 

Cal ENA 2014 President 

(Continued from page 1) 

Delegates 

Ike Umuna  

&  Marcus 

Godfrey  

http://www.calena.us
http://www.calena.us
http://www.calena.us
mailto:cathy.mcjannet@usa.net
mailto:fazioruiz@comcast.net
https://nf.ena.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ENAOFFLISTHTML&xtncd=CA&site=ENA
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/environmental-infection-control-in-hospitals.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/environmental-infection-control-in-hospitals.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html
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Sponsor 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Mark is retiring! I’d be happy to talk 
with anyone interested in running the 
Monitor, the web site or both. I’ll be 
happy to mentor and get you started. 
You are welcome to implement your 
own ideas for the continuation of the 

Monitor and the web site. 

 

Blues Brothers sighted at Indy’s 

Boo Zoo. 

Mark trying out products on the 

Exhibit Hall floor. 

http://www.obpmedical.com/
mailto:markwrn@att.net
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Thursday, November 13, 2014 

Board Meeting: 4-8pm 
 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

State Council Meeting: 8am-4pm 

 
Queen Mary 

1126 Queens Hwy  

Long Beach, CA 90802 

(877) 342-0738    

mailto:editor@calena.us?subject=Cal%20ENA%20Monitor
http://www.ena.org
http://www.queenmary.com/

